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A NOTE OF GRATITUDE


Dear Friendship Partners,

Welcome to the growing network of Hubert H. Humphrey Fellows and their friendship partners.  This will be our 35th year hosting Hubert Humphrey Fellows.  There are over 324 Cornell alumni worldwide from more than 75 countries. 


The Humphrey Fellowship staff sincerely hopes your participation in this program will be a meaningful and exciting experience for you and your family.

This guide is designed to assist the Friendship Partners in understanding the programs in which the Fellows are involved and to provide guidelines for how they can be most helpful to Cornell University and the Fellows.

We very much appreciate the Friendship Partners that serve as hosts for these International Fellows who come to Cornell University for extended periods of time. 

Thank you for your willingness in welcoming Humphrey Fellows to Cornell University.   We look forward to a wonderful year together!

Warm Regards,



Peter Gregory
Director
Humphrey Fellowship Program
Cornell University
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HUBERT H. HUMPHREY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

The Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program was initiated in 1978 to honor the late Senator and Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey and his life-long commitment to international cooperation and public service. The program brings accomplished mid-career professionals from designated developing nations and emerging democracies to the United States for an academic year (ten months) of study, related professional experience, and cultural exchange. The program provides a basis for lasting ties between United States citizens and the Fellows and strengthens the global exchange of knowledge and experience. This program is administered through the Institute of International Education (IIE) in Washington, D.C. and Cornell University Humphrey Fellowship Program.

 Background Information:

Hubert H. Humphrey Fellows are mid-career professionals from developing countries.   They are in the U.S. from the beginning of August 2014 to mid- June 2015.  Some arrive earlier for a pre-academic English language program on campus in another state.  A Fellow is selected from a large pool for his/her leadership and service to the public sector.  For the 2014-15 competition, 171 Fellows were selected from 3,767 applications and 97 countries.  Cornell University is one of 16 universities involved in the Humphrey Fellowship Program nationwide.   Ten Fellows will be placed at Cornell University this year.


The U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs sponsor the Humphrey Fellows and the Fulbright Fellows.  Fellows receive a round trip air ticket, funds for settling in, i.e. pay for rent deposits, buy warm clothes for winter, books and computer allowance, funds for health insurance, and are given money for professional networking.  Often Fellows collaborate on a mutually beneficial project with a U.S. partner.  Each Fellow receives a monthly stipend and funds to relocate to another city for a 6 week professional affiliation from May until mid-June.

Cornell University’s focus is in the areas of agriculture and life sciences, city and regional planning, some civil and agricultural engineering and occasionally industrial and labor relations and law.  

There is more information about the national Humphrey Fellowship Program and the participating universities at http://www.humphreyfellowship.org/

The Humphrey Fellows Program consists of these components:

Orientation:  beginning August 4, 2014 and ending last week in August. The Associate Director, Francine Jasper, coordinates this program with other staff members to familiarize Fellows with the Cornell Campus and local resources, i.e. housing, travel, libraries, places to volunteer, various departments on Campus, academic and professional resources.  

Advisor:  The Directors meet with each Fellow to review their program plans for the year and recommendations are made for faculty Fellows may meet to help them choose courses and for professional networking

Graduate Coursework:  Fellows take graduate courses for professional development during the fall and spring semesters.  They are enrolled as extramural students in a non-degree program.

Weekly Seminar: Fellows meet every Wednesday morning for a seminar, 133 Emerson

Professional Development: This is the core of the Humphrey Fellows program.  Each Fellow develops his/her plan for networking with agencies locally or nationally.  Humphrey Fellows make visits during the academic year, and in May 2014 establish a six week affiliation with an organization (usually in another city, such as the World Bank or USDA).


Program Goals:

The program emphasizes leadership.

Update career and leadership skills, through courses, seminars, professional visits and affiliations, and discussions with other professionals in the USA.

Broaden understanding and knowledge of development issues through special workshops, discussions with Humphrey colleagues, officials, and experts, participate in special seminars.

Contribute to mutual understanding through contacts with citizens of the USA and participation in community and professional activities and

Form and continue long-lasting productive partnerships and relations with U.S. individuals and institutions and with Fellows and alumni from all over the world.





What is the role of a Friendship Partner?

 


The cornerstone of a friendship partner rests on mutual understanding. 

You as a Friendship Partner and your chosen Fellow will mutually share experiences about family, community, and culture. 









                                        
CONTACT INFORMATION

Humphrey Fellows rooms 701 and 605 Bradfield 254-7217 

Staff members for The Hubert H. Humphrey Fellows at Cornell University are:

Prof. Peter Gregory, Director of Humphrey Fellows and Co-Chair of the Graduate Field for Agricultural Sciences, in International Programs

Francine Wilson Jasper, Associate Director, Humphrey Fellows, and Assistant Director for Professional Development, fj10@cornell.edu, 255-1907, cell 607-227-5802

Sumita Mitra, Graduate Student Assistant until December 31, 2014, sm2356@cornell.edu   telephone office 607-255-8745 and cell 818-389-9647

WEBSITE:

Cornell University Humphrey Fellows website:  http://ip.cals.cornell.edu/professionaldev/hhhfellowships.cfm

SUGGESTED FRIENDSHIP PARTNER ACTIVITIES

The following are offered as ideas for building a relationship with the Fellows, as a means of extending hospitality, and as a way to introduce the Fellows to United States culture:

Sage Hall and Day Hall (Administration Building), Duffield Hall, Statler Auditorium, waterfalls at Beebe Lake.  Visit Minn Garden. Guided tours are available, starting at Day Hall and led by knowledgeable students. 

Visit the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, a world renowned destination for birders 

Visit The Ithaca Mall, Cayuga and Triphammer Mall with lots of a variety of shops and eateries

Take a walk downtown “The Ithaca Commons”, a pedestrian mall, home to shopping, dining, galleries, theatre (The Kitchen Theatre); don’t miss the free summer concerts on the Bank Alley off “The Ithaca Commons”

Have a meal at the famous Moosewood Restaurant located downtown. Its bestselling vegetarian cookbooks have changed the face of kitchens worldwide

Buy a sundae at Purity Ice Cream. Sundaes were invented in Ithaca in 1892, the city’s oldest ice cream parlor

Stroll in the surrounding parks (Buttermilk State Park, Robert Treman State Park, Stewart and Cass Park (ice-rink in winter)

Go fishing, best for fly fisherman in spring and fall

Rent a kayak at Puddledockers on Cayuga Inlet and enjoy an afternoon paddling Cayuga Lake.

Go mountain biking on more than 28,000 acres of public land. Bike Magazine named Ithaca one of America’s top mountain biking destinations

Ski at Greek Peak in the winter

Learn about craft brewing while touring the award-winning Ithaca Beer Company

Take an educational boat ride on Cayuga Lake, starting at the Ithaca Farmers’ Market on the Inlet every Saturday during the summer.

Enjoy wine tasting at different wineries on Cayuga Lake Wine Trail, the nation’s oldest wine trail (see “Ithaca Gorges, Waterfalls and More”, the official Travel Guide for Ithaca and Tompkins County in the Finger Lakes Region for more information). Get more travel suggestions at the Ithaca/Tompkins County Convention and Visitors Bureau, 904 East Shore Drive, Ithaca, NY 14850, website: www.visitithaca.com

Hike the ¼ mile gorge trail to Taughannock Falls, the tallest single plunge waterfall in the Northeast, towering 215 feet higher than Niagara Falls

Bring a picnic basket, a blanket and a bottle of wine to the weekly Saturday evening lakeside summer concerts at the Taughannock State Park, admission $5/car

Visit Friendship Partner in their home to show them things that you normally do: gardening, household chores

Make a meal together, have tea/coffee, ice cream, popcorn and watch a sporting event or movie on television
Trips to the different supermarkets in town (TOP’s and Wegman’s), explain what kind of food people eat and how they prepare it

Visit yard/garage sales (advertised in the newspapers (i.e. “The Ithaca Journal”, “The Times”) 

Come hungry to the Ithaca Farmers’ Market (Saturdays and Sundays) located on the Inlet, offering a variety of local produce, crafts, and delicious food prepared by a variety of international vendors.

Attend a play at the Hangar Theatre near Cass Park, Ithaca’s newly renovated professional theater. The building was once part of the city’s original airport.

Visit attraction close by Ithaca:

Pick fruits and vegetables in orchards, i.e. Iron Kettle Farm near Ithaca, Little Tree Orchard in Newfield, visit New York State Fair in Syracuse, wineries on all 5 Finger Lakes (Sheldrake Winery with Simple Red Restaurant, Thirsty Owl, Lucas and Goosewatch Winery on Cayuga Lake just to mention a few) Watkins Glen Harbor area and visit to Glenora Winery on Seneca Lake, Esperanzo Mansion with beautiful terrace for lunch and dinner and gift shop, take the “Esperanzo Rose” for a boat ride on Keuka Lake.

FOR FELLOW’S  KIDS:
If the Humphrey Fellow has children who are involved in activities, join a sporting event, to socialize with many sport interested people to give Fellows a different view of U.S. life style).

Bring the kids to the Cayuga Nature Center, where they can learn about wildlife and see the six-story tree house.

Take them to the Sciencenter for hands-on fun exploring.

THINGS FRIENDSHIP PARTNERS SHOULD NOT TAKE ON
You are not advised to give or lend large sums of money to the Fellows. The Fellows have scholarship funds that should provide sufficient resources to cover ordinary expenses. You should not assume the responsibility of disposing of or shipping Fellows’ boxes at the end of their stay in the United States when the Fellow has departed for home. The Fellows are advised to take care of shipping their items with sufficient time allotted in advance of their departure.

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS
Occasionally, Fellows experience difficult times during their stay in the United States. Some of these difficulties are common aspects of life and living in another culture. However, some of these can become serious threats to a Fellow’s wellbeing. While we understand the desire to assist them, it is important that the program staff be aware of any potential problems in the Fellows’ lives. It is much easier to deal with a potential problem than to deal with a crisis. You will be provided with a list of contact information for Fellowship staff. Please contact us if you feel there is something we should know about. We would rather error on the side of caution. In an emergency situation, please contact Francine. 

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION
As part of a public university, the International Fellowship Program does not promote or sanction any particular religion. Both our cultural friendship partners and the fellows come from many different cultural and religious backgrounds. Because we do not match fellows with hosts based on religious affiliation, you may well find that your Fellow’s religious affiliation or beliefs differ from yours. It is important that we demonstrate respect for all religions and belief systems, and we hope that this will enhance greater understanding of diversity for the group as a whole. 

Making, accepting, and declining invitations is closely tied to a person’s culture. Some Fellows come from societies where to decline a friendship partner’s invitation would be very uncomfortable and disrespectful. If you would like to invite a Fellow to a religious event, be sure it is clear that he or she has the option to decline. Also, please make it clear if the focus of an invitation is primarily religious.

FOOD AND DIETS
Please ask what food restrictions your Fellow might observe. As a general rule, Muslim Fellows avoid pork products and Buddhist Fellows avoid beef products. Many Asian Fellows also consider rice to be an essential element of every meal. Some Fellows may be vegetarian or vegan. However, as each Fellow is unique in food preferences, it is best to ask each individual about their specific food preferences rather than make any assumptions. 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY PARTICIPANTS AT CORNELL UNIVERSITY (2014-2015)
Yves Martial Bitama Ada, Agriculture and Agro-industry Analyst in Cameroon
Jean Marie Bukuru, Head of Land Planning and Development, Ministry of Water, Environment and Land Planning, Burundi
Ercin Murat, Planning Expert, Tigris Development Agency, Planning, Turkey
Allan Franklin, Sr. Research Officer, Office of Tourism and International Transportation, Barbados
Thomas Gnamessou, Dep. Dir of Environmental Technologies, Ministry of the Environment, Ivory Coast
Tallal Khan, Assistant Agricultural Engineer, Punjab Region, Pakistan
Kurt Manrique-Klinge, Private Consultant with the International Potato Center, Peru
Blagoja Mukanov, Advisor to Prime Minister, Macedonia
Titilope Ojo, Training and Research, Abuja Enterprise Agency, Nigeria
Ahmed Slimene, Head, Red Meat and Quality, Tunisia
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